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KEVIN BACON'S PHILADELPHIA

FROM RUNNING UP THE MUSEUM OF ART’S STEPS A LA ROCKY BALBOA TO FINDING THE
BEST CHEESESTEAKS, LEARN THE SECRETS OF PHILLY FROM ONE OF ITS FAVORITE SONS.

he star of such films as Apollo 13, Sleepers, JFK, Footloose,
y 14 i

Diner, and a new psychological thriller, Stir of Echoes, opening

this month, Kevin Bacon is, at forty-one, already an icon. He's
such a prolific screen presence that a Web site, The Kevin Bacon
Game, tracks how his career intersects with practically every
other actor on the planet, calling him “the center of all things in
. G the film universe.” But returning home ro Philadelphia five years
ago, Bacon, who with his wife, actress Kyra Sedgwick, has two chil-
dren, was knee-knocking nervous. He was hoping to jump-start
a second career with a first-time, onstage performance of
The Bacon Brothers, a band he and his older brother,
Michael, assembled to play at a hometown benefit for a
family friend. “I was terrified,” he remembers. When
the audience responded enthusiastically, The Bacon
Brothers went on the road and into the recording stu-
dio. In 1997, they released their first album, Forosco, a
combination of folk, rock, soul, and country. And last
month, a second album, Getting There, hit the stores.
But even if they get to Carnegie Hall, The Bacon
Brothers will never forget where they started:

Philadelphia, where Kevin grew up among five sib-

lings, the son of veteran city planner Edmund Bacon,
who is credited with saving many local architecrural

wonders. Here's Kevin Bacon’s tribute to his hometown.
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